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BRTS: IIT Bombay experts moot steps for pedestrian safety 

DNA, Friday, Oct 11, 2013, 0:05 IST | Place: Pune | Agency: DNA 

A safety audit conducted for the proposed Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation’s (PCMC) Bus Rapid 

Transit System (BRTS) suggests a slew of measures for pedestrian safety. The audit was conducted by a team 

of experts from Bombay Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Powai. 



Page 8 of 12 

 

This week, dna had reported on the need for pedestrian safety in PCMC areas, especially on lack of zebra 

crossings on the Nigdi-Dapodi stretch. 

According to the officials of PCMC’s engineering department, the report emphasises on raising the size of the 

proposed bus shelters for BRTS, and increasing the number of zebra crossings on the 13km Nigdi-Dapodi 

stretch. It also lists safety measures for the vehicles that pass through different subways on the BRTS routes. 

Shrikant Savane, executive engineer of PCMC, says, “We have received the draft audit report and the 

presentation will be made before the officials and mayor Mohini Lande on October 15. After the presentation, 

the report will be presented to the media and it will be open for implementation.” 

The IIT team examined the Nigdi-Dapodi stretch where PCMC’s first-ever BRTS route is going to start within 

the next two months. The task to prepare safety audit has been given to IIT Mumbai after Shiv Sena corporator 

Seema Savale raised questions over the safety aspects of the BRTS, especially at the merger-in and merger-out 

points from the expressway. 

The highway has eight lanes, of which the central portion (including the grade separator) has four lanes. The 

service roads have two lanes each on either side of the highway. PCMC plans to implement BRT on the service 

roads. The right lane will be converted into a dedicated BRT routes with bus stops on the right side of each 

service road. 

The main objection on the BRTS route is that it is not at the central carriageway of the road, unlike most BRTS 

routes at the national and international levels. The road stretch of Nigdi to Dapodi was developed before the 

decision of implementation of BRTS.  

According to political parties who opposed the BRTS route, there are several merger-in and merger-out points 

on the central part of the road which interrupt free flow of buses on BRTS route and invites accidents due to 

collision of vehicles merging in and out to the central part of the road crossing BRTS route. 

Currently seven merger-ins and eight merger-outs are provided on the Dapodi to Nigdi grade separator road. 

Seven merger-ins and six merger-outs provided  here facilitate the entry and from the service road’s to the Nigdi 

to Dapodi grade separator road. 

PCMC changes Morwadi merger-in 

As per the traffic police’s suggestion, PCMC has changed one merger-in at the Morwadi Chowk into merger-

out from where vehicles going to Chinchwad station and Chinchwadgaon can get through. PCMC has made 

merger-in at the Chinchwad Station. PCMC executive engineer Shrikant Savane said that as per the demand of 

the Empire Estate Colony residents, PCMC made the changes. To reduce the traffic congestion at Chinchwad 

station near Big Bazar, the changes have been made. The sudden change led to chaos amongst the people but 

civic officials added that the civic body made it on experimental basis. 

The Decompression Day @IIT Jodhpur 

(http://www.coolage.in/2013/10/10/the-decompression-day-iit-jodhpur/) 

There is a concept that the efficiency of a compressor increases as you keep on cooling it. Moving on the same principle, 

IIT Jodhpur celebrated its first ever Decompression Day on Oct 8, 2013. This 'Decompression Day' was to help students 

ease out the pressure just before the mid semester exam. 

We at IIT Jodhpur are having the concept of two mid semester exams in a semester, and this is the most flavourless part 

of IIT Jodhpur's life. You can spot group of student with books and notebooks spread everywhere in the campus. The 

population density of reading room and library suddenly increases and all other activities come to a standstill with parks 

http://www.iitj.ac.in/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jodhpur
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and meeting hall deserted. You can actually feel the tension in the air during this period. 

 

This time the new director and student president decided to do something to give students a break from this intense 

schedule. For the same, Decompression Day was celebrated just before the D-Day of exams. The whole student 

community gathered at the basketball court, with few faculty and the Director himself. The Director wished everyone 

luck for the exams and said that I on behalf of all your parents guide you to be at ease during this period and have 

proper rest. He also focused on the importance of these prepared exams for the preparation of unprepared exams that 

one needs to face in real life. 

 

Later on the students also requested the director to change the two mid semester exam system to a single exam system, 

as all other IITs have adopted. To which the director nodded stating that he is in discussion on this matter with the 

faculty. The students also raised the issue of Morning Drills, Physical Exercise hindering the academics. This is a big pain 

for students especially in their first year, and they all were cheered with the director's response that the academic 

committee is working to reschedule it. 

 

The whole atmosphere was cheerful during this celebration and the refreshments added to it by releasing the remaining 

stress as well. Almost after a get together of half an hour everyone moved back to their dens for the mission. Just wish 

that this cool down of brains will make them perform more efficiently at exams.  

IIT Hyderabad, Ropar best in research quality 

Author: Express News Service  

 Published Date: Oct 11, 2013 6:00 AM , Last Updated: Oct 11, 2013 1:29 AM  

In a recent report commissioned by the new IITs, the newly setup institutes in Hyderabad and 

Ropar, in Punjab, have been ranked the best in quality of research among all other IITs across the 

country.  

In a recent report commissioned by the new IITs, the newly setup institutes in Hyderabad and Ropar, in Punjab, 

have been ranked the best in quality of research among all other IITs across the country. 

According to data upto September 2013, IIT Mandi and IIT Jodhpur are among the worst performers with h-

indices (which quantifies an individual’s or institution’s scientific research impact on the basis of the number of 

publications, and the number of citations per publication) of two and three respectively. 

The report suggested that the older IITs have an h-index of 40 and above, with 600 to 1,000 annual citations. It 

also added that, IIT Ropar leads the new IIT pack with an average citation per paper (ACPP) of 2.55. 

Hyderabad has an ACPP score of 1.95; Gandhinagar 1.67 and Bhubaneswar 1.49. 

IIT Hyderabad’s research has been cited 535 times, IIT Ropar 362 times, Gandhinagar 105, Patna 97, Indore 87, 

Bhubaneswar 85, Jodhpur 41, and IIT Mandi 19 times. 

As far as teacher strength is concerned, some of the new IITs fare far better than the older ones. IIT Hyderabad 

has only one per cent of its teaching positions vacant while the corresponding figures are 26 per cent, 46 per 

cent and 57 per cent for IIT Patna, Indore and Ropar respectively. IIT Bhubaneshwar does not have a single 

regular teacher against a sanctioned strength of 90. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Institutes_of_Technology
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While the older IITs may dismiss this particular report, the new IITs are more than happy with the observations. 

Prof R K Raina, professor in-charge of Ropar IIT, says, “There are two reasons IIT-Ropar appears in the top 

rung. One, our director is an alumnus of IISc-Bangalore which is known for its research productivity and 

second even though we are new, we have been able to procure state-of-the-art infrastructure, best suited for 

undertaking researches.” 

Prof M K Surappa, director, IIT Ropar, reiterated that the institute has been investing in building research 

infrastructure and environment and though shortage of faculty and infrastructure has affected the new IITs, the 

new report comes as a stress-buster. 

An official from IIT-Hyderabad told Express, “It is good that our institute has been listed as one of the best 

among the new ones. Our faculty members, even though few, are well qualified and capable of leading the 

institute to be one of the best in the world.” 
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